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County Agent’s Notes:

October 30, 2000

Community Pride is more important than we may think.
By: Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture
Those who read these weekly wanderings of mine know that I sometimes wade
into issues some may feel I should avoid. One such subject I have been thinking about
for some time is our apparent community pride. I have narrowed the subject by referring
to it as “apparent” since I am referring to the perception visitors receive when they visit
our area.
I know there is a tremendous amount of pride among the vast majority of people
in Attala County, however there are those who “apparently” seldom give it much thought.
We often fail to notice little things around us that those visiting our area see and take note
of immediately. Unfortunately, these little things often suggest that we are not as
conscious of our surroundings as we should be.
Although I have never been one of those people who feel compelled to “keep up
with the Joneses”, I always take notice of the telltale signs of hard work and pride.
Recently I traveled to another state with our soon-to-be Mississippi State graduate son as
he interviewed for a position with the Extension Service there. We arrived very late in
the evening near the county where his interview was to take place the next afternoon.
The next morning we found ourselves with several hours to travel around the
county so he could get a “feel” for the area. We traveled the rural roads, looking at the

land and the farms, stopping at country stores and watching as people went about
harvesting crops and doing the work people do everywhere. We rode the streets of the
town, looking at homes and businesses, and I suppose taking mental notes about
everything. It’s amazing how much you see when you are in a place you have never
been.
In the afternoon, I found myself alone, as Greg sat for the interview for about four
hours. By coincidence, it was homecoming day for the local high school, and I watched a
parade that could just as easily have been here except that I knew none of the hundreds of
participants and spectators. It was evident that people were happy and content with their
surroundings, going about the business of life just as we do.
All around the area something was different. The people looked like they could
be our neighbors; they were tall, short, young, old, black, white, large, and small, but they
were all neatly dressed, reasonably well groomed, and easy to meet and talk with. When
I spoke to someone, I was greeted with an easy smile. When I talked with someone and
they learned I was a visitor I was welcomed. We do all these things here, but somehow
there was a little more openness and a little more eye contact that tells so much about
people. I heard no harsh language nor saw any of the lewd grafitti we are obliged to see.
I could not avoid noticing how clean and neat the whole area was. There was
little if any litter, no junk cars around even the simplest homes, no tires or broken sofas
along the country roads. Landscapes were simple but well kept. Following the parade,
there was no trash left behind. As the people departed they picked it up every soda can
and every scrap of paper, and when the scene returned to normal you could not have
guessed that hundreds of people had just been there.

These things have far greater impact than we realize. The pride we show in our
community makes a positive impression on others. It extends to extremely important
things like jobs, and opportunities. The example we set for our children will set the stage
for the way they view life in general, their roles with regard to work, and community
pride.
It’s time for all of us who care to go the extra mile in making our community an
even greater source of pride than it already is. We can’t change some people overnight,
but we can set the example, and they will change without even realizing it.
Don’t litter thoughtlessly because you may be turning away someone who could
bring needed talents to our area. Please don’t assume that “nobody cares” because they
do take note of even the smallest things. By just passing through, a visitor should see that
we are industrious and creative people who care about the simple things that make life
just a little better. They might just decide to stay and help us create a better future for our
children and ourselves.
In case you’re wondering, our son got the job. He will begin his duties there in
January, so our chances to spend time together will be much fewer in the future.
Somehow, I know he will be happy and successful there; there is just something nice
about the place.
Before I stop I want to mention another very important thing related to our
everyday lives. Please be sure to exercise your sacred right to vote in the upcoming
election. November 7th will be here before we know it; plan now to vote sometime that
day. When we fail to vote we cannot expect our country to survive.

